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stitution, but expressed his conviction that Servla had
much to learn before she could understand it. In
every department of the State his influence \vas for
good. He began by reforming the Senate of Seven-
teen, which ever since its creation had been nothing
but a Venetian oligarchy, making and unmaking
princes at its will, and forming a perpetual hotbed of
intrigues. Relying on the assumption that the con-
sent of the Sultan was necessary for their removal,
the senators had always set the sovereign at defiance,
while they had entirely monopolised legislative
power. Michael now adopted a compromise. He
left the senators their legislative functions, but made
them amenable to the decisions of the law courts,
which, without consulting the Sultan, had the right
to remove them for misconduct. Having thus cur-
tailed the privileges of the Senate, he proceeded to
regulate the authority of the National Assembly, or
Skiipschtina. During the reign of Karageorgevic this
body had been only twice summoned, the second
occasion being the deposition of that prince. The
kt Assembly of St. Andrew/' as it was popularly called
from its custom of meeting on the festival of that
national saint, had taken that opportunity to assert
itself, and, under the influence of a few men of the
professional class who had studied abroad, aimed at
copying the British House of Commons. But the
peasants, with their natural suspicion of those who
had acquired more culture than themselves, were not
prepared for so democratic a step, and Michael
accordingly summoned the Assembly every third
vear for the discussion of such measures as were laid